GREENING THE STOCK OF
EXISTING SINGLE FAMILY
HOUSING

THE VIEW
FROM THE FIELD
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Ithaca Neighborhood
HOUSING SERVICES




A WHY IS THE REHABILITATION OF
EXISTING HOMES SO CHALLENGING?

A CONTRACTOR QUALIFICATIONS AND
CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS

A WHAT MOTIVATES HOMEOWNERS?

A INCENTIVES TO PROMOTE ENERGY
EFFICIENCY



THE RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION
INDUSTRY HAS BEEN VERY SLOW TO
CHANGE

NEW TECHNOLOGIES ARE ADOPTED
SLOWLY, IF AT ALL
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NEW CONSTRUCTION OFFERS MANY
ADVANTAGES:

A DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION ARE
BETTER INTEGRATED

A ENTIRE CONSTRUCTION PROCESS IS
MORE CONTROLLED

A GENERALLY A HIGHER LEVEL OF
CONTRACTOR COMPETENCE
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ENERGY STAR
HOMES




A OLDER
A ENERGY INEFFICIENT

A HAVE OUTDATED SYSTEMS
A SUBJECT TO MANY ALTERATIONS

A MUCH HARDER TO WORK ON






Built Built Built Built Built
1939 1940 1960 1980 2000
or to to to or
Earlier 1959 1979 1999 later
United 12.8% | 17.7% | 26.9% | 30.0% |12.6%

States




A SUBSTANTIAL REHABILITATION
PRODUCES SIGNIFICANT
ENERGY IMPROVEMENTS

A NOT COST EFFECTIVE FOR MOST
HOMEOWNERS
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