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Forum Planning Committee
The National Housing Conference and the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation 
gratefully acknowledge the members of the forum planning committee for their time, 
expertise, and assistance in organizing this regional forum.

Forum Reception Sponsor
The National Housing Conference and the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation 
thank the Meyer Memorial Trust for their support of the networking reception.

Event Planning Services
The National Housing Conferences thanks HelmsBriscoe and HelmsBriscoe ResourceOne for 
their ongoing support in planning and executing NHC events like this regional forum. Special 
thanks to Laura Baesel, Corinne Connor, Deborah Hafer, and Pamela Martin.



Connect + Share 
NHC and the Center for Housing Policy have a presence on several new and social media Web 
sites. For the latest housing news and more, make sure to connect with us on the following 
networks Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter, You Tube, and Flickr.

Learn more about our new and social media efforts by visiting 
http://www.nhc.org/index/socialmedia.

Stay Connected with Twitter @ the Forum
Are you on Twitter? Make sure to sign up and follow us @NHCandCenter to receive 
updates about this forum as well as other NHC and Center for Housing Policy news. 

You can use the hashtag #NHCPortland2010 in your tweets referencing this Partners in 
Innovationforum. By using this hashtag, you can easily find and follow others who are tweeting 
both before and during forum by going to search.twitter.com and typing in #NHCPortland2010.



Forum Agenda

8:00 a.m. -9:00 a.m. Registration and Breakfast
Welcome! Please proceed to the Multnomah room for the general 
session starting at 9:00 a.m.

9:00 a.m. -9:10 a.m. Welcome 

�x Commissioner Nick Fish, City of Portland, OR 

9:10 a.m.-9:20 a.m. Remarks

�x Victor Merced, Oregon Housing and Community Services

9:20 a.m.-9:40 a.m. Remarks

�x Maureen Friar, National Housing Conference

9:40 a.m.-10:40 a.m. “Why Preservation Matters - The Importance of Preserving 
Federally Subsidized Housing”

Nationally recognized leaders in the field will discuss the critical importance of preserving America’s privately 
owned affordable housing units and of maintaining a balanced housing policy which includes affordable rental 
options.  Panelists will address the benefits of preservation including:  cost effectiveness of preserving versus 
building new units; stabilization of neighborhoods; access to transportation; green and sustainable practices of 
preserving versus constructing new units; and the impact of federal rental subsidies. 

�x Victor Merced, Oregon Housing and Community Services (Moderator)
�x Larry Anderson, USDA Rural Development
�x Michael Bodaken, National Housing Trust
�x Commissioner Nick Fish, City of Portland, OR
�x Deputy Assistant Secretary Carol Galante, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development

10:40 a.m.-10:50 a.m. Networking Break

10:50 a.m. -11:50 a.m. “Regional Best Practices in Rental Housing Preservation”
High impact preservation programs share certain key characteristics including influential leaders, robust 
information systems, access to funding, regulatory flexibility, coordination between regulatory agencies, 
private lenders/investors and sponsors, and the organizational capacity of sponsors to own and manage 
large portfolios of preservation properties.  This plenary session will take a look at best practices from 
across the region and from around the country.

�x Michael Bodaken, National Housing Trust (Moderator)



�x Rick Crager, Oregon Housing and Community Services
�x Reneé Greenman, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
�x Kim Herman, Washington State Housing Finance Commission 
�x Lisa Vatske, Washington State Department of Commerce 

12:00 p.m.-1:00 p.m. Luncheon and Keynote Address (Multnomah)

�x Deputy Assistant Secretary Carol Galante, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development

1:00 p.m.-1:15 p.m. Networking Break
Breakout sessions will begin promptly at 1:15 p.m. Please use this time 
to select a session and move to that room.

1:15 p.m. -2:45 p.m. Interactive Breakout Sessions I
Please note that room assignments may change. Be sure to check 
signage outside of session rooms.

Option 1. Financing Preservation - The Oregon Experience (Broadway/Weidler)
Panelist will discuss Oregon’s approach to financing preservation projects and the key risk factors of acquiring 
projects with federal rental assistance and/or public financing.  Strategies discussed will include 4% LIHTC and 
bonds, 9% LIHTC, weatherization programs, FHA programs, local funding resources, and acquisition financing 
through the Oregon Housing Acquisition Fund.

�x John Epstein, Wells Fargo (Moderator)
�x David Fuks, Cedar Sinai Park 
�x Bob Gillespie, Oregon Housing and Community Services
�x M.A. Leonard, Enterprise Community Partners
�x Patrick Shea, HUD Portland Multifamily Program Center
�x Bill Van Vliet, Network for Oregon Affordable Housing

Option 2. Long Term Project Sustainability (Morrison)
Panelists will discuss keys to financial sustainability and long-term viability of the physical asset including 
adequacy of reserves, strategies for reducing energy costs, determining the appropriate renovation 
scope of work and analyzing first costs versus long term operating costs of systems.  The importance of 
sound underwriting and asset management practices will be addressed.  

�x Dee Walsh, REACH CDC (Moderator)
�x Robin Boyce, Housing Development Center 
�x Martha McLennan, Northwest Housing Alternatives
�x Bill Rumpf, Mercy Housing Northwest



Option 3. Making the Case for Public Investment in Preservation (Halsey)
Preserving the existing stock of affordable housing won’t happen without significant public investment. 
That investment requires an understanding of the benefits of preservation and the costs of inaction. 
Regional leaders will discuss how they became inspired to secure public investment, the approaches 
they took, and their successes to date.

�x Commissioner Ann Lininger, Clackamas County (Moderator)
�x Janet Byrd, Neighborhood Partnerships
�x Kim Herman, Washington State Housing Finance Commission
�x State Senator Betsy Johnson, State of Oregon
�x Lisa Joyce, Oregon Housing and Community Services

Option 4. The Role of Philanthropy in Policy Development and Social Programs (Ross Island/Sellwood)
Foundation leaders discuss the growing role of philanthropy in the development of policy and how a 
growing number of charitable foundations are collaborating and even participating in local and federal 
government social programs such as the Preservation of affordable housing.  

�x Mijo Vodopic, John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation (Moderator)
�x Cynthia Addams, The Collins Foundation
�x Jeff Anderson, The Oregon Community Foundation
�x Lisa Davis, Ford Foundation
�x Doug Stamm, Meyer Memorial Trust

2:45 p.m. -3:00p.m. Networking Break

3:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m. Interactive Breakout Sessions II
Please note that room assignments may change. Be sure to check 
signage outside of session rooms.

Option 1. Rural Roundtable: Overcoming Challenges, Leveraging RD Resources, and Implementing 
Solutions (Broadway/Weidler)
Preserving properties in rural areas is challenging. Rural preservation often involves working with 
smaller projects in communities that are experiencing population loss and economic decline and in 
regions that have limited access to development capital. Panelists will discuss ways to leverage 
preservation resources available through USDA Rural Development and other methods to overcome 
these challenges. 

�x Leon Laptook, Oregon Opportunity Network/CASA of Oregon (Moderator)
�x Gideon Anders, National Housing Law Project
�x Larry Anderson, USDA Rural Development
�x Raquel Gugliemetti, Northwest Real Estate Capital Corporation
�x Charlie Harris, CASA of Oregon
�x Leslie Strauss, Housing Assistance Council



Option 2. The Federal Agenda (Ross Island/Sellwood)
Panelists will discuss the affordable housing and preservation agenda including updates on HUD’s 
Transformation of Rental Assistance (TRA) and new Office of Sustainable Housing and Communities.  
This session will also include updates on the National Housing Trust Fund, pending legislation, LIHTC 
reforms, the GSE’s Duty to Serve and the 2011 federal budget.  

�x Michael Bodaken, National Housing Trust (Moderator)
�x Deputy Assistant Secretary Carol Galante, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
�x Jim Grow, National Housing Law Project
�x Dawn Poczynek-Holdridge, Fannie Mae
�x Matt Schwartz, California Housing Partnership

Option 3. Introduction to the Preservation of Manufactured Home Parks (Morrison)
Panelists will discuss the loss of affordable housing units in manufactured home parks (MHP) and efforts 
to preserve parks through resident ownership. This session will highlight efforts around the country 
with particular attention paid to Oregon’s new resident-owned MHP financing model.

�x Peter Hainley, CASA of Oregon (Moderator)
�x Paul Bradley, ROC USA, LLC
�x John VanLandingham, Lane County Legal Aid and Advocacy Center
�x Lisa Davis, Ford Foundation

Option 4. Sustainability and Affordable Housing Preservation (Halsey)
Panelists will discuss preservation of affordable housing as inherently green and focus on best practices 
in energy retrofits, green sustainable building practices and materials and proven measures to improve 
indoor air quality for residents.  The session will also explore how preservation of existing transit-
proximate housing stock can promote smart growth strategies and make the best use of resources.  

�x Dana Bourland, Enterprise Community Partners (Moderator)
�x Bill Brauner, Community Economic Development Assistance Corporation
�x Brian Carleton, Carleton Hart Architecture
�x Craig Kelley, Housing Development Center
�x Jessy Olson, Farmworker Housing Development Corporation

4:30 p.m. -6:00 p.m. Networking Reception (Holladay)
Sponsored by Meyer Memorial Trust

�x Doug Stamm, Meyer Memorial Trust



Presenter Biographies
Cynthia Addams joined the Collins Foundation in 1998 and was the Foundation’s first Director of 
Programs before being names Executive Vice President. 

After Receiving her BA and MA in Art History from the University of Oregon, Addams dedicated the next 
thirteen years to community arts development and management, eventually serving nine years as 
Executive Director of the Salem Art Association.

Addams later held two consecutive positions at Willamette University in Salem, Oregon—Director of 
Foundation and Corporate Relations and Assistant to the President. During her tenure at Willamette, 
she was involved in the formation of the Hallie Ford Museum of Art at the University.

A native Oregonian, Addams is a longstanding arts and culture advocate. She recently completed eight 
years of service on the Oregon Arts Commission, including three years as Chair. She was appointed to 
the Commission by Governor Kitzhaber in 2002, and reappointed by Governor Kulongoski in 2006.
Today Addams serves on the Board of Foundations for a Better Oregon, which sponsors the Chalkboard 
Project. Launched in 2004, Chalkboard is a non-partisan organization working to unite Oregonian’s to 
make Oregon’s K-12 public schools among the nation’s best. It was formed by five of Oregon’s largest 
foundations, including The Collins Foundation, and now receives support from 20 foundations and 
charitable funds, most of which are Oregon based.

Gideon Anders is a Senior Attorney at the National Housing Law Project (NHLP), a national and state 
legal and housing advocacy center based in Oakland, California. NHLP seeks to preserve and expand the 
supply of affordable housing and to promote the housing rights of low-income persons and households.  
Mr. Anders specializes in the housing programs of the Rural Housing Service, which are administered by 
Rural Development, a division of the U.S. Department of Agriculture.  Mr. Anders was the Executive 
Director of the National Housing Law Project from 1997 to 2008. He was a Staff Attorney at NHLP 
between 1977 and 1995.  From 1995 to 1997, he was a senior project manager for EAH, a nonprofit 
developer, owner, and manager of affordable housing in California and Hawaii.  Mr. Anders also worked 
for the Housing Assistance Council (HAC) in Washington, DC, for over five years; his last position was 
assistant director for field services. Mr. Anders has a law degree from the Columbus School of Law, 
Catholic University of America, Washington, DC, and is a member of the California Bar. He received his 
B.A., with a major in Architecture, from the University of California, Berkeley.

Jeff Anderson is Senior Program Officer at the Oregon Community Foundation (OCF), where he manages 
the statewide Community Grants program and other OCF funds and projects. Prior to joining OCF in 
1998, Jeff was associate vice-president for development at Lewis & Clark College, where he coordinated 
a major comprehensive campaign from 1991 to 1997. From 1987 to 1991, Mr. Anderson was the 
Northwest field representative for the Youth Project, a national foundation providing grants and 
technical assistance to grassroots community organizations.  Mr. Anderson has served on a number of 
nonprofit boards and advisory committees, and currently serves as Vice President on the board of 
directors for Grantmakers of Oregon and Southwest Washington.



Larry Anderson was appointed Acting Deputy Administrator for Multi-Family Housing in January 2010.  
Prior to that, he served as the Director of the newly created Multi-Family Housing Preservation and 
Direct Loan Division (MPDL) of the Rural Housing Service.  With over 29 years of Federal service, he 
currently is leading efforts to create a long term MFH revitalization program to help preserve the aging 
but irreplaceable $11 billion direct loan portfolio.  Between 2008 and 2004, Mr. Anderson served as the 
Assistant Deputy Administrator for Multi-Family Housing and since 1998; Mr. Anderson has led the 
Office of Rental Housing Preservation (ORHP).  He entered Federal service as a Presidential Management 
Intern in 1980, after receiving a Masters in Public Administration from Rutgers and an undergraduate 
degree from Michigan State.  In October of 2007, the Secretary of Agriculture recognized Mr. Anderson 
with an Honor Award for his work leading a team that worked out a major settlement agreement to 
resolve claims from statutory changes to MFH prepayment requirements.  In 2000, CARH recognized Mr. 
Anderson with the Harry Tomlinson award. 

Michael Bodaken serves both as President of the National Housing Trust and of the
National Housing Trust/Enterprise Preservation Corporation. The Trust engages in preservation policy, 
affordable housing development and lending. He has been largely responsible for growing the 
organization in becoming a nationwide leader in the field of affordable housing preservation. The Trust 
urges state and federal governments to devote sufficient resources to save existing housing, with a 
particular emphasis on preserving housing in communities of opportunity. Much of the current policy 
engagement concerns “Green Preservation,” involving the energy retrofitting of existing housing and 
saving affordable housing proximate and accessible to mass transit.

Mr. Bodaken also serves as President of NHT/Enterprise, an organization founded by the
Trust which owns and operates 3,000 affordable apartments in eight states and the
District of Columbia. The Trust’s CDFI, NHT Community Development Fund, provides low interest loans 
to preservation developers across the U.S. During his tenure, the Trust has financed and preserved over 
20,000 apartments throughout the nation, involving over $1 billion in financing.

Prior to joining the Trust, Mr. Bodaken worked for Mayor Tom Bradley as Deputy Mayor for Housing for 
the City of Los Angeles. Mr. Bodaken practiced public interest law for over a decade, specializing in class 
action homeless litigation, tenants’ rights and affordable housing advocacy before local and state 
government bodies. He practiced at the Legal Aid Foundation of Los Angeles and San Fernando Valley 
Neighborhood Legal Services.

Mr. Bodaken is the convener of the National Preservation Working Group, a member of the Advisory 
Board of the Housing Development Reporter, and the Board of Governors of the National Housing 
Conference. He serves on the board of directors of Homes for America, Housing Preservation Project, 
Urban Vision, Fairfax and Montgomery County Housing Tax Forces, and Stewards for Affordable Housing 
(SAHF). He is a frequent guest lecturer and panelist at affordable housing industry events.

Dana Bourland is vice president of Green Initiatives for Enterprise Community Partners and leads 
environmental strategy for the national organization. Bourland directs all aspects of Enterprise’s 
national award-winning Green Communities program from strategic planning and program development 
to evaluation and public policy advocacy. Currently, she is leading the second phase of Green 
Communities to specifically address retrofits of existing buildings and the comprehensive provision of 
community-based green services. Bourland works with Enterprise’s financial affiliates to package and 



integrate the delivery of various forms of project financing to Green Communities developments, 
including equity investments and predevelopment loans. Additionally, she serves as managing director 
of the Green Communities Offset Fund.

Bourland previously worked at the Maryland Department of Planning, where she implemented and 
collaborated with other state agencies and national organizations on Smart Growth-related policies 
including a Smart Growth Fund, Port Land Use, Smart Codes, Transit Oriented Development and the 
management of a statewide infrastructure needs analysis. Prior to the Maryland Department of 
Planning, she worked on poverty reduction strategies in communities across an eight-state region with 
the Northwest Area Foundation.

A returned Peace Corps Volunteer, Bourland holds a master’s degree in planning from the Hubert H. 
Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs, University of Minnesota, and is a graduate of Harvard University 
Graduate School of Design’s Program in Real Estate. She is a certified planner through the American 
Institute of Certified Planners (AICP), a LEED Accredited Professional, a member of the first Leadership 
Forum organized by the National Association of Affordable Housing Lenders (NAAHL) and a juror for the 
Washington Smart Growth Alliance’s Smart and Sustainable Growth Recognition Program. Bourland also 
serves on Affordable Housing Finance’s editorial advisory board and the board of directors of Affordable 
Comfort. She was recently named one of Fast Company magazine’s Most Influential Women Activists in 
Technology.

Robin Boyce was appointed as HDC's Executive Director in January 2005. For five years prior to that, 
Robin was HDC's Finance Director, overseeing HDC's financial and human resources systems, as well as 
providing senior level project management to clients. Robin has more than 20 years of experience in 
project financing, construction, project management, housing program management, and asset 
management and has developed over 1,200 units of affordable rental housing. Robin initiated HDC's 
work on asset management and has presented numerous asset management trainings in Oregon and 
Washington. Prior to her work with HDC, Robin managed the City of Portland's rental housing programs 
at the Portland Development Commission, was a carpenter for five years, a construction manager, and 
spent several years as a private consultant. She received her bachelor's degree in Community Services 
and Public Affairs from the University of Oregon.

Paul Bradley is the founding president of ROC USA, LLC and its two subsidiaries.  The organizations are 
focused on making resident ownership of manufactured home communities (“MHCs”) viable and 
successful nationwide.  

ROC USA Network operates in 34 states and provides, through 11 local certified organizations, expert 
technical assistance services to help homeowners purchase their communities.  ROC USA Capital 
provides community purchase financing to resident corporations who wish to buy their MHCs.   
Prior to his appointment to ROC USA, Paul served as vice president for the New Hampshire Community 
Loan Fund, where he expanded cooperative development, initiated single-family lending and new 
development with manufactured housing. 

Paul, a native of New Hampshire, received his bachelor’s degree in economics in 1986 from the 
University of New Hampshire.  In 2008, he graduated from the NeighborWorks® Achieving Excellence 



Program, an executive training program offered through Harvard University’s Kennedy School of 
Government.  He has 19 years of experience in the manufactured housing and CDFI industries.  

Bill Brauner has over 20 years of experience in affordable housing development and affordable housing 
lending. In his role as Housing Preservation Program Manager for CEDAC, Bill provides assistance to 
nonprofits and public agencies regarding housing preservation, maintains a database of assisted 
properties, and assists nonprofit purchasers and tenant advocates in preservation transactions. Prior to 
coming to CEDAC in 2003, Bill worked as a developer of housing tax credit projects for the nonprofit 
Caleb Foundation, including several housing preservation deals. Earlier in his career, he developed 
ownership housing for Habitat for Humanity in Latin America. Bill has a B.A. from Lewis and Clark 
College in Portland, OR, and a Masters in Intercultural Administration from SIT in Brattleboro, VT.

Janet Byrd has more than thirty years of experience in the community development arena. Her roots as 
a neighborhood organizer in Chicago working on housing issues as varied as insurance redlining, 
neighborhood disinvestment and tenant rights stoked a passion for housing policy and community 
development that has remained constant over the intervening years. Over her career, Janet has 
spearheaded a number of collaborative efforts which promise lasting benefit to our communities. 
As Director of Neighborhood Partnerships, Janet has been central to the success of the statewide 
advocacy coalition, the Housing Alliance.  During her tenure NP also helped to launch the innovative 
multi-county collaborative to serve high-need homeless families, Bridges to Housing, and quadrupled 
the impact of the Oregon IDA Initiative, a unique statewide partnership that builds the assets of low 
income Oregonians.

Ms. Byrd holds a BA degree from the University of Texas at Austin and a Masters in Urban and 
Environmental Policy from Tufts University. She is currently the Executive Director of Neighborhood 
Partnerships, which works to create opportunities for low income people.

Brian Carleton is the co-founder of Carleton Hart Architecture. Since beginning his profession in 
architecture in 1984, Brian Carleton’s focus has been working with non-profit and government agencies 
in developing community based solutions to social needs. His skill lies in bringing together complex 
stakeholder groups, often with conflicting agendas, and moving people forward towards common goals. 
It is through his ability to put himself in other people’s shoes and acknowledge that we all bring different 
perspectives to any issue that he is able to understand the client’s needs and provide sound advice on 
how to get there. His visioning processes combined with award winning designs create community 
based solutions and add significant value to the people who live and work in his buildings.

Rick Crager serves as the Deputy Director of Oregon Housing and Community Services (OHCS.) Prior to 
his appointment as Deputy Director, he served as Interim Director of OHCS from March 1, 2006 to 
September 5, 2006, during the recruitment process for a new director. He also served as the Chief 
Financial Officer for the department from July 2000 to February 2006. Mr. Crager earned a B.S. in 
Accounting from Linfield College in Oregon.



Lisa Davis is a Program Officer in the Metropolitan Opportunity unit at the Ford Foundation. She helps 
manage the Ford Foundation’s investments in quality housing, connecting people to opportunity, and 
planning and land use innovation in metropolitan regions across the country. Lisa came to the Ford 
Foundation after working for more than a decade in both non-profit and private sector organizations to 
improve housing and economic conditions in low-income communities. For the last five years, Lisa has 
worked as Vice President and Project Executive at the New Boston Fund, a private real estate investor, 
manager, and developer working nationally. There, Lisa built an innovative partnership among for-
profits, non-profits, financiers, public agencies and community groups to develop over 850 units of 
mixed-income housing, over 1 million square feet of mixed-use developments, and negotiated land 
purchases from public agencies with subsequent sales to third parties. Lisa was part of a team investing 
the USA Fund, a triple bottom line, economically targeted equity fund. 

Before joining the New Boston Fund, Lisa worked as Director of Development for the Codman Square 
Neighborhood Development Corporation, and as Director of Housing and Development for the Asian 
Community Development Corporation (ACDC), two large, nationally recognized nonprofit Community 
Development Corporations in Boston. In those positions, Lisa oversaw real estate, lending and 
community development departments and organized broad coalitions of neighborhood residents to 
conduct community planning, participate in real estate development processes, and change public 
policy to be more responsive to community needs. Lisa started her work in housing and community 
development in Texas as a community organizer and advocate, and also did organizing and development 
work in the New York metropolitan area. Lisa holds Masters degrees in Real Estate Development and 
City Planning from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and a Bachelor of Arts from University of 
Texas at Austin.

John H. Epstein is Manager and Senior Vice President of the Community Lending and Investment 
Western Division (CLI) for Wells Fargo Bank.  His responsibilities include managing the Bank’s affordable 
housing lending efforts throughout the western states for offices located in Los Angeles, Minneapolis, 
Portland, San Francisco, and Seattle.  He joined the bank in 1988, and prior to becoming the manager of 
CLI held positions as manager of the Bank’s Community Lending office in Portland and as the real estate 
credit supervisor for the Northwest region.  Prior to these positions, he was in the Bank’s Special Asset 
Real Estate Group in Los Angeles, Houston, and Portland.  Before joining the Bank, he was a project 
manager with Southeastern Development Group, a real estate development company located in 
Savannah, Georgia, and prior to that was a commodities trader for Continental Grain Company.  He 
earned his bachelor’s degree in International Affairs from the University of Colorado and MBA from the 
Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania.  Mr. Epstein serves on the boards for Network for Oregon 
Affordable Housing, California Community Reinvestment Corporation, and State of Oregon Housing 
Council.  He has also served as a board member for Washington Community Reinvestment Association, 
CASA of Oregon, State of Oregon Community Development Incentive Fund, Mittleman Jewish 
Community Center, Urban League of Portland, and Community Development Trust. 

Nick Fish has served as a Commissioner and Vice-Chair of the Housing Authority of Portland, where he 
played a leadership role delivering hundreds of units of affordable housing for our community.

As Commissioner, Nick has been honored to receive the 2009 Reuse Visionaryaward from the School & 
Community Reuse Action Project (SCRAP); the Community Alliance of Tenants (CAT) Low-income 
Housing Champion Award for 2009; a Certificate of Outstanding Service to Organized Laborfrom the 



Northwest Oregon Labor Council; the Chief Joseph Awardfrom the Native American Rehabilitation 
Association (NARA); and a Letter of Recognitionfrom Portland Fire & Rescue Chief John Klum, presented 
to Nick and his staff for their efforts during the 2008 December weather emergency.

Currently, Nick is on the boards of the Oregon Cultural Trust and Volunteers of America Oregon. Nick 
earned his bachelor's degree from Harvard in 1981. Shortly after graduation, he went to work as a 
legislative aide for Massachusetts Congressman Barney Frank. After receiving his law degree from 
Northeastern University in 1986, he represented health care workers and unions in New York City.

Maureen Friar became president and CEO of NHC in February 2010. A recognized and respected 
industry expert, Ms. Friar has more than 25 years of extensive experience in housing advocacy, policy 
analysis, fundraising and non-profit management. As executive director for 14 years, she grew the 
Supportive Housing Network of New York from an ad hoc coalition into a vibrant and effective statewide 
advocacy association representing 34,000 units of affordable rental housing linked to services for 
homeless and special needs populations. Prior to joining NHC, Ms. Friar served as a marketing 
consultant to the National Equity Fund, the largest nonprofit investor in federal low-income housing tax 
credits, and as a fundraising and management consultant to Community Access, a New York nonprofit 
agency that provides supportive housing, employment training and advocacy for persons with 
psychiatric disabilities. Her many achievements were recognized by the New York State Association for 
Affordable Housing, which honored her with the 2006 Advocate of the Year Award for Excellence. She 
holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from Brown University, a Master’s degree from the Goldman School of 
Public Policy at the University of California at Berkeley, and was a Charles H. Revson Fellow on the 
Future of the City of New York at Columbia University.

David H. Fuks is CEO of Cedar Sinai Park a position he has held since 1998. Cedar Sinai Park provides 
residential and community-based care to our elders and adults with special needs, allowing them to live 
with comfort, independence and dignity in a manner and in an environment based on Jewish values. 
Fuks is also an adjunct professor in the Graduate School of Social Work at Portland State University.

Fuks has served as Chairman of the Board for the Oregon Alliance for Senior and Health Services (2004-
2006) and Chairman of the Board for the Portland Parks Foundation (2004 – 2005.) Fuks holds a 
Bachelor of Arts and Master of Social Work from the University of Michigan. 

Carol Galante joined the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development as Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for Multifamily Programs in May 2009. She is responsible for HUD’s financing support for the 
development and preservation of privately-owned rental housing (a current portfolio of over $58 billion) 
and will be integral to several new initiatives that promote sustainable development.

Prior to HUD, Ms. Galante was President and CEO of BRIDGE Housing Corporation, a position she held 
since 1996. BRIDGE, the largest nonprofit developer of affordable apartments and homes in California, 
specializes in the development of rental and ownership housing and an array of revitalization, transit-
oriented, urban infill, and mixed-use/mixed-income developments. Since 1983, BRIDGE has created over 
13,000 homes serving over 35,000 Californians.



At BRIDGE, Ms. Galante was responsible for the overall direction of the company’s real estate 
development, property and asset management, and corporate administration, as well as its major 
affiliates such as BUILD, an investment advisor to CalPERS under the California Urban Real Estate 
Program, and BASS, a licensed life care provider. She joined BRIDGE as Vice President in 1987. Prior to 
BRIDGE, she was the Executive Director of Eden Housing, Inc., where she developed affordable homes 
and formed a property management subsidiary. Ms. Galante has also worked for the cities of Santa 
Barbara, Richmond and Philadelphia. 

Ms. Galante has received many honors including: Multifamily Executive magazine’s 2008 Executive of 
the Year, California Homebuilding Foundation Hall of Fame 2008, Builder magazine’s Top 50 Most 
Influential People in Home Building 2006, San Francisco Business Times 2003 Deal Maker of the Year, 
Most Influential Women in the Bay Area, and the 2002 U.C. Berkeley College of Environmental Design 
Distinguished Alumna Award. She is a licensed real estate broker and holds a B.A. from Ohio Wesleyan 
and a Master of City Planning from U.C. Berkeley. 

Robert (Bob) Gillespie is the Housing Division Administrator for Oregon Housing and Community 
Services.  Programs administered within the division include LIHTC, HOME, State Housing Trust Fund, 
State Affordable Housing Tax Credit, Elderly and Disabled Loan Program, Pass-Through Revenue Bond 
Program, CDBG Rehabilitation Program, Risk Share Loan Program, Predevelopment Loan Program, and 
the Residential Loan Program.  Additionally, the division provides partner and community outreach 
through five Regional Advisors to the Department.  He also served as the Housing Resources Section 
Manager for seven years, a regional field representative, and the department’s Community Housing 
Planner.  Bob worked in affordable housing for Salem and Corvallis, Oregon, and managed his own 
construction company for 11 years.  Mr. Gillespie earned a Bachelor of Science degree at Oregon State 
University and a Master’s degree in urban planning at the University of Illinois.

Renee Greenman is the Multifamily Hub Director for the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development—Seattle Office. She has been with the Department of Housing and Urban Development 
since 1987. After a private career as an associate broker and branch manager specializing in condo 
project management in the Seattle area, she joined the Department. Ms. Greenman is a nationally 
recognized expert for HUD on Single Family Real Estate Owned and mortgage servicing issues.  After 
several years overseeing the Washington State Single Family Sales & Servicing Branch, she became the 
Acting Director of Multifamily Housing for Alaska, Washington, Idaho and Oregon in February 1988 and 
the HUD Director in August 1999. Ms. Greenman is a native Seattleite, graduating from Franklin High 
School and completing her undergraduate studies at Washington State University and the University of 
Washington. She completed her graduate studies at Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland Ohio.

James Grow has spent his legal career working on affordable housing issues, primarily with NHLP in 
Oakland, CA.  Since joining NHLP in 1980, his practice has concentrated on representing the interests of 
low-income tenants with respect to federal housing programs and policies, especially those concerning 
the HUD rental programs such as public housing and Section 8, in the judicial, legislative and 
administrative forums.  He has worked on subsidized housing preservation issues since 1980, in 
litigation, policy development, training and implementation.  In this capacity, he has worked extensively 
with Congress, HUD, public agencies, tenant and community organizations and legal advocates on 
preservation budget and policy issues, and preservation strategies. 



Mr. Grow received his A.B. in economics (1974, with highest honors) and J.D. (Boalt Hall, 1978) degrees 
from the University of California at Berkeley.  He is a co-author of many articles and other publications, 
including HUD Housing Programs: Tenants' Rights(NHLP, 3d ed. 2004, and 2010 Suppl.); Advocating for 
Higher Utility Allowances in Federally Subsidized Housing: A Practical Guide (2007); Action Guide for 
Preserving Subsidized Housing Threatened By Expiring Use Restrictions(NHLP, 1990); Public Housing in 
Peril(NHLP, 1990); FmHA Housing Programs: Tenants' and Purchasers' Rights(NHLP, 1982); The 
Subsidized Housing Handbook(NHLP, 1982); and The Rights of Tenants(ACLU/Avon Press 1979).  He is 
editor of Challenging Conversions of Federally Assisted Housing(NHLP, 2003); Advocates’ Restructuring 
Guide(NHLP, 2003); Save Your Home!(NHLP, 1991); and On Your Mark, Get Set, Take Control! (NHLP, 
1993).  He is a frequent trainer, speaker and panelist at affordable housing conferences for public 
interest and public sector organizations throughout the country.

Raquel Guglielmetti is the Executive Vice President at Northwest Real Estate Capital Corp. is nonprofit 
organization that owns and manages affordable multifamily housing throughout a six-state region.  Ms. 
Guglielmetti develops corporate business relationships, manages joint venture, and oversees the 
Development Group's preservation efforts. Since joining Northwest in 2002, Ms. Guglielmetti has been 
responsible for $73.1 million in acquisition and rehabilitation, preserving 774 units of affordable housing 
in Idaho and Oregon. Northwest is developing another 400 units of company and joint ventures 
affordable housing projects. 

Ms. Guglielmetti serves as a Board Member of the National Affordable Housing Management 
Association, Chair of the Regulatory Affairs Committee, and a founding member and past president of 
Idaho AHMA.  Ms. Guglielmetti received Oregon Housing and Community Services' Excellence in 
Preservation of Affordable Housing Award in October 2008. She was named one of Idaho Business 
Review's 2009 Idaho Women of the Year, Women and Children Alliance's 2008 Tribute to Women and 
Industry Honorees, and profiled in the May 2009 Novogradac Tax Credit Journal.

She obtained her Masters of Business Administration at Boise State University, where she served as an 
adjunct professor for the finance department for three years. Her former occupation as an officer of 
First Security Bank spanned twenty-one years of experience. Ms. Guglielmetti has served her community 
on the advisory boards of many charitable organizations, most notably as Chairman of the Salvation 
Army Advisory Board and as a member of the Mayor's Community Development Block Grant program.

Peter Hainley is executive director of CASA of Oregon, a 501(c)3 non profit providing technical 
assistance to organizations throughout Oregon. CASA assists residents in manufactured home 
communities to purchase their parks utilizing financing provided through a number of sources, including 
its own loan fund.  Mr. Hainley has been with CASA for eighteen years.  Prior to that he worked for 
seven years for a number of banking institutions as a loan officer, auditor and analyst.  He spent 2½ 
years in the Dominican Republic as a Peace Corps volunteer. Mr. Hainley graduated from Portland State 
University with a BA in Business Administration and an emphasis in accounting. 

Charlie Harris has extensive experience in the affordable housing field as an attorney, housing developer 
and researcher. He is a housing program manager for CASA of Oregon, a statewide nonprofit housing 
organization specializing in farm worker housing development and preservation of rural housing. He has 



developed dozens of affordable housing projects using a variety of state and federal funding sources. 
Charlie was the founder and co-director of both CASA of Oregon and the Community Development Law 
Center, a legal services office that represents non-profit affordable housing organizations.

Kim Herman is the Executive Director of the Washington State Housing Finance Commission. Mr. 
Herman is a native of Washington State and has served as a member of the Commission, as Washington 
Project Director of the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development’s Rural Assistance 
Initiative Program, as Executive Director of the Housing Authority of the City of Yakima, and as Manager 
of Single-Family Housing for the Portland Development Commission.  In 1988 Mr. Herman was elected 
to the Board of Directors of the National Council of State Housing Agencies and most recently served as 
President.  Mr. Herman serves on the Boards of the Washington Low Income Housing Alliance, Impact 
Capital, the National Rural Housing Coalition and the Washington Wildlife and Recreation Coalition.  He 
is also a member of the Governor’s Affordable Housing Advisory Board, the Washington State 
Department of Commerce Bond Cap Advisory Group.  Most recently Mr. Herman served on the boards 
of The Housing Partnership, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Sound Families Steering Committee, 
and the Greater YMCA Public Policy Committee.  Mr. Herman is a Graduate of Washington State 
University (B.A. 1967).

Betsy Johnson (D-Scappoose) is serving her second term in the Oregon Senate. Her father, the late Sam 
Johnson, was a member of the House of Representatives from Redmond. Her mother, Becky Johnson, 
has served on numerous State Boards, including the State Board of Higher Education and the Teachers 
Standards and Practices Commission. 

Betsy has served on numerous local, regional and national boards and commissions, including the 
Oregon Health Sciences University Foundation, Doernbecher Children's Hospital, the Oregon Public 
Broadcasting Foundation, the High Desert Museum and is a former Director of the Federal Reserve Bank 
of San Francisco. Betsy currently serves on a number of regional boards, most recently elected as a 
member of the Board of Visitors, Northwestern School of Law of Lewis and Clark College. She also serves 
as the President of the Samuel S. Johnson Foundation. 

In the 2009 Legislative Session, Betsy was appointed to the Joint Committee on Ways and Means where 
she has served since her first session. In addition to serving as Vice Co-Chair of the Full Ways & Means 
Committee, her 2009 legislative duties included chair of the Transportation & Economic Development 
Subcommittee of Ways & Means, member of the General Government Subcommittee of Ways &
Means, the Economic & Community Development Commission, State Interoperability Executive Council, 
Pacific Marine Fisheries Commission, Oregon State Capitol Foundation and the Fujian Sister City 
Committee. The Governor also re-appointed her to the Search and Rescue Task Force. Her assignments 
make good use of her business, government and public sector experience.

Lisa Joyce, Policy and Communication Manager with Oregon Housing and Community Services, has 
served the state of Oregon since 1987. Her focus has been policymaking, legislative relations, and 
support for advocates and partners. She also has some experience in news media relations. 

Lisa started her career in the Governor’s Office, quickly moving on to what was the Department of 
Consumer and Business Services (then Department of Insurance and Finance) as an insurance consumer 



advocate, developing many consumer education publications and bringing the Senior Health Insurance 
Benefits Assistance program to Oregon. She left DCBS for the Department of Human Services, working 
with disability advocates and eventually joining the Director’s Office where she worked in 
communication and served as the department’s legislative relations manager in the 2001 session –
successfully lobbying for a major reorganization of the department – and through 2003, which was the 
state’s longest legislative session ever. 

Lisa has worked at OHCS since 2004 developing the state Report on Poverty, writing the state 10-year 
plan to end homelessness, and lobbying for affordable housing and anti-poverty programs.

Craig Kelley has more than a decade of experience in construction and affordable housing development. 
His work at HDC includes both finance and construction management. Craig is HDC’s point person on 
green building practices, working to incorporate environmentally sustainable practices into all HDC’s 
projects and providing sustainable building leadership in the nonprofit affordable housing industry. 
Craig’s development experience includes management of projects from single family up through mixed 
use, large multi-family properties. While at HDC, Craig has worked with clients to address complex 
construction issues such as brownfields redevelopment, scattered site developments, resolving exterior 
building envelope issues, rehabilitation of occupied properties, and development of very tight 
construction sites. Prior to his work at HDC, Craig owned a residential design/build company for two 
years and spent four years as a construction manager with a northeast Portland CDC. Craig is a LEED(tm) 
Accredited Professional and is a Certified Sustainable Building Advisor. He has a bachelor’s degree in 
Architecture from the University of Virginia. Craig joined the HDC in 1999.

Leon Laptook is a Special Projects Manager at CASA of Oregon. He is currently working with the Oregon 
Opportunity Network, Oregon’s statewide coalition of affordable housing organizations, on programs, 
trainings and policy initiatives to increase the effectiveness of rural community development 
organizations. Leon has been in the affordable housing field for 32 years, as a manager and director of 
public and non-profit agencies serving the low-income community. He has expertise in housing 
development, land use, organizational development and nonprofit governance. He has provided training 
and technical assistance to numerous community-based organizations. Prior to joining Oregon ON and 
CASA he managed the federal housing and redevelopment programs for the City of Corvallis; served as 
Deputy Director for Community Action Organization in Washington County; and most recently was the 
co-founder and director of the Community Development Law Center.

M.A. Leonard, vice president and impact market leader, leads the delivery of Enterprise’s
product solutions, innovations, capital and policy efforts in the Pacific Northwest. Based in the Seattle
office, she works to build Enterprise’s core strengths in the region, and to evaluate regional needs to 
identify opportunities that are consistent with Enterprise’s mission.

Leonard joined Enterprise in 2010 with an extensive track record in affordable housing and community 
development. Most recently, she worked as an independent consultant providing strategic assistance to 
various community development organizations on their work with affordable housing development in 
Oregon and Washington.



Prior to her consultancy business, Leonard held the position of regional vice president with the National 
Equity Fund (NEF), Inc., an affiliate of the Local Initiative Support Corporation (LISC). Leonard opened the 
northwest office of NEF in 1998, and during her 10-year tenure, she managed acquisition and portfolio 
activities in Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Utah, Colorado and Alaska. Before her role 
with NEF, Leonard was the founding director of the Washington Community Development Loan Fund, 
now Impact Capital. She also worked for the Seattle Housing Authority and the Lane County Housing and 
Community Services Agency in Eugene, Ore.

Leonard is a board member of the Washington State Housing Finance Commission (WSHFC), the 
Washington Community Reinvestment Association (WCRA) and Common Ground. She earned a 
bachelor’s degree in urban planning from the University of Illinois, and completed master’s level 
coursework at Cornell University.

Ann Lininger is Vice Chair of the Board of County Commissioners in Clackamas County. In that role she 
is focused on creating jobs, protecting vulnerable families and seniors, and careful management of 
public resources. Prior to her appointment as a Commissioner, Lininger was Director of Program-related 
Investing at the Meyer Memorial Trust. A project finance lawyer by training, Commissioner Lininger 
served as Co-Director of the Community Development Law Center, which represents nonprofits 
developing affordable housing and other community facilities. She has also worked as an attorney for 
the Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund and for private business clients. Commissioner Lininger is President 
of the Oregon Law Foundation and Chair of the Bridges to Housing Regional Steering Committee. A 
fourth-generation Oregonian, Commissioner Lininger received her B.A. from Yale and her J.D. from New 
York University.

Martha McLennan took the helm as the Executive Director at Northwest Housing Alternatives in 2002 
and has led the agency in energizing its development pipeline and developing state of the art skills as 
stewards of a diverse portfolio of affordable rental housing with almost 1,500 units. NHA is currently 
developing two communities for seniors with low incomes using the HUD Mixed Finance model or 
combining the Section 202/811 programs with Low Income Housing Tax Credits. NHC is also preserving 
250 units in seven properties with expiring federal assistance contracts. With properties in sixteen 
Oregon counties, NHC is one of the largest and broadest non-profit housing providers in the state.
NHC is also a direct service provider operating a shelter and transitional housing program for families 
experiencing homelessness. NHC has recently launched our HomeBase program to provide eviction 
prevention and rapid re-housing services in Clackamas County.

Ms. McLennan is the former Housing Manager for the City of Portland Bureau for Housing and 
Community Development. She has almost 30 years experience in the community development field and 
a considerable record of securing resources and managing innovative community development 
programs.

Victor Merced is the Director of Oregon Housing and Community Services (OHCS.) OHCS is the state’s 
housing finance agenda and administers both state and federal anti-poverty programs. OHCS has a 
biennial budget of $2.2 billion; a staff of 140 employees; and is overseen by a seven-member State 
Housing Council appointed by the Governor. 



Victor has extensive public, private and government leadership and management experience. Victor 
holds a Juris Doctor from New York University School of Law. Prior to his appointment as housing 
director, he served for ten years as a Senior Program Officer at the Meyer Memorial Trust, Oregon’s 
largest private philanthropic foundation.

Jessy Olson has assembled academic and professional experiences from across the fields of sustainable 
design and development. Ms. Olson is an Enterprise Rose Architectural Fellow with Farmworker Housing 
Development Corporation. Ms. Olson has been involved with the design and implementation of projects 
in both rural and urban environments – from green high-rise development, to farmworker communities. 
Over the last three years, her position as a Rose Fellow at the Farmworker Housing Development 
Corporation has given her the chance to put her green building experience to work, as a Project 
Manager for multi-family farmworker housing developments throughout Oregon. She is a graduate of 
the University of Oregon Architecture Program and the recipient of a Brown Research Grant for study in 
Japan.

Dawn Poczynek-Holdridge currently serves on Fannie Mae’s Mission/Duty to Serve Strategies team.  
She focuses on affordable preservation product development and management within rural markets.   
During her six years with Fannie Mae she has held the positions of Sr. Deputy Directory of the former 
Delaware Community Business Center and Sr Business Developer for rural initiatives.  She was 
instrumental in getting the Rural Development 538 Guaranteed product approved as a Fannie Mae 
execution.  Most recently she worked on the U.S. Treasury’s New Issue Bond Program for Housing 
Finance Agencies.

Prior to joining Fannie Mae in 2004, Dawn held the positions of Assistant CRA Director with Discover 
Bank and Community Housing/Mortgage Consultant with PNC Bank.  She began her career in affordable 
housing with USDA, Rural Development (New Jersey) where she administered single and multifamily 
programs for twelve years.

Dawn resides in Wilmington, Delaware where she remains active in the local housing community.  She is 
Board President of the Diamond State Community Land Trust.  Dawn serves on the DE Attorney 
General’s Mortgage Fraud Task Force and Delaware State Housing Authority’s Affordable Preservation 
Task Force. Dawn received her bachelor of science in agricultural economics/animal science from the 
University of Delaware in 1985.

Bill Rumpf recently became President of Mercy Housing Northwest.  He oversees development, resident 
services and other operations for Mercy’s affordable housing work in the northwest.  Mercy Housing 
owns 1,800 units in Washington and Idaho, and has projects in development in those states as well as 
Portland, Oregon.  

Bill’s previous position was Deputy Director for the Seattle Office of Housing.  During his ten years with 
the Seattle Office of Housing, he directed the agency’s work in multifamily production and preservation, 
asset management, weatherization/energy conservation and internal agency finance.   During his 
tenure, the office financed affordable housing with total development costs of more than $600 million.  
He provided leadership on several regional homeless housing initiatives as well as a 3-year collaboration 



with the Washington State Housing Trust Fund on asset management and recapitalization of multifamily 
housing, funded by the MacArthur Foundation.

Bill’s prior work includes serving as CEO of the California Housing Partnership Corporation, a statewide 
agency specializing in preservation of the HUD-assisted rental inventory.  His first affordable housing 
development job was as Housing Development Director for Catholic Charities of the San Francisco 
Archdiocese.   

Matt Schwartz is President & CEO of the California Housing Partnership Corporation, where he assists 
local government and nonprofit organizations with the preservation and creation of affordable housing 
through policy advocacy, technical assistance, training and financial consulting. Matt has worked in the 
development, planning and financing of affordable housing for twenty years in both the private and 
public sectors and has extensive experience with most government funding programs.

Matt also plays a leadership role in shaping Federal and California housing policy and regulations to 
expand the resources available to preserve and create affordable housing in the state. Under
Matt’s leadership, the Partnership has formed a statewide coalition of more than 2,000 nonprofit and 
local government housing agencies and tenant advocates. Last year the coalition succeeded in getting 
Congressional responses to California’s priorities for funding and legislation in the American Recovery & 
Reinvestment Acts of 2009. This year, the coalition was successful in working with a California 
Congresswoman to introduce an important bill affecting the Low Income Housing Tax Credit program.

Matt is a past President of the Board of Housing California, a member of the board of trustees of the
National Housing Conference, and is an active participant in the national affordable housing
Preservation Working Group developing federal legislation to renew and preserve the nation’s existing 
stock of affordable rental homes and to protect extremely low income families from displacement. Matt 
was appointed to the San Francisco Housing Authority Commission by Mayor Gavin Newsom in 2008.

Patrick J. Shea is a Supervisory Project Management for the HUD Portland MFH Program Center. He has 
been with HUD for over 19 years all in the Multifamily Division. Patrick supervises 8 Project Managers 
with a Portland MFH Portfolio of approximately 580 projects of all HUD program types. The Portland 
MFH Program Center has jurisdiction for the States of Oregon and Idaho. There are 276 contracts with 
9,922 units of project based Section 8 in Oregon, which are administered by Oregon Housing & 
Community Services (OHCS). In Idaho there are 119 contracts with 3,786 units of project-based Section 
8, which are administered by Idaho Housing Finance Association. Of special interest for Patrick is the 
Preservation of the Housing Finance Agency (HFA) CFR 883 projects, whose mortgages and Section 8 
contracts began to expire in 2006 and will continue to do so for until 2013 in Oregon and 2020 in Idaho.
Both HFAs have been significant partners with HUD in generating the bond financed mortgages over 30 
years ago, while HUD has funded the Section 8 contract subsidies for these projects for the same.
Patrick Shea is the HUD representative on the Oregon Preservation Working Group to facilitate the 
acquisition and rehabilitation of the HFA bond financed portfolio.

Doug Stamm, a native Oregonian, has been chief executive officer of Meyer Memorial Trust since April 
2002. Doug has leadership, fiscal, and administrative responsibilities for the Trust, which has current 
assets of approximately $580 million and has over its lifetime awarded to organizations in Oregon and 



Southwest Washington over 6,000 grants and PRIs, with a total approaching $500 million. In addition to 
its general purpose grantmaking, the Trust is engaged in three Strategic Action Initiatives: Restoration of 
the Willamette River Basin; Access to Affordable Housing; and High Quality K-12 Public Education. With 
Doug’s leadership, Meyer Trust has developed a robust Program and Mission Related Investment 
program, through which the Trust embraces novel investment opportunities to compliment its grant 
program and further its mission. Doug is a founding director of Foundations for a Better Oregon, 
recently stepped down as president of Grantmakers of Oregon and Southwest Washington, is a member 
of the national PRI Makers Network, and is a co-chair of the national More for Mission Campaign.

Prior to joining the Trust, Doug worked in private business, nonprofit management, and the law. He held 
positions as attorney in private practice and several executive positions at NIKE, including global director 
of public affairs, which included leading the NIKE Foundation. 

Doug is a graduate of both Stanford University (BS) and Northwestern School of Law (JD) at Lewis and 
Clark College. He has served on a number of national and local boards of organizations primarily 
involved with community building and youth.

Leslie R. Strauss is Senior Policy Analyst at the Housing Assistance Council. She began working at HAC in 
1991 as Research and Information Director and has also served as HAC’s Communications Director. 
Currently she is responsible for a variety of policy and information activities, including much of HAC's 
work on rental housing preservation. She has a law degree and practiced real estate law for several 
years before joining HAC. She serves on the board of the National Rural Housing Coalition. 

Bill Van Vliet is Executive Director of NOAH (Network for Oregon Affordable Housing), a non-profit 
multi-bank consortium that provides permanent financing for affordable rental housing throughout 
Oregon. Before joining NOAH, Bill served as a Finance Coordinator in the Housing Department of the 
Portland Development Commission and was Vice President and community development lending officer 
for First Interstate Bank of Oregon.

In addition to his professional work in both the public and private sectors, Bill has a long history of 
volunteer work in the affordable housing and community development field. He is Board President of 
REACH CDC, and is a member and past Co-Chair of the Housing and Community Development 
Commission, having also served on several subcommittees of HCDC. He is currently a member of the 
Community Development Law Center’s Advisory Committee. Bill earned a B.S. degree in Business 
Administration from Oregon State University in 1985.

John VanLandingham is the staff attorney with Lane County Legal Aid & Advocacy Center in Eugene, 
Oregon. For more than 30 years, he has specialized in residential landlord/tenant law, manufactured 
home park law, and affordable housing advocacy with local governments and the state. Chief drafter 
and primary tenant advocate in two coalitions that have negotiated and drafted and lobbied for 
adoption of state laws regarding apartment tenancies (since 1993) and manufactured home park 
tenancies (since 1997). Chair of Oregon’s statewide land use planning policy-making body, the Land 
Conservation & Development Commission.



Lisa Vatske is currently the Managing Director of the Washington State Housing Trust Fund (HTF) at the 
Washington State Department of Commerce.  The Housing Trust Fund has been actively awarding funds 
to create or retain low-income housing across Washington State since 1989.  The current portfolio 
includes over 1,000 projects, 38,000 units and represents over $700 million of state investment.  Most 
recently, Lisa, in collaboration with City of Seattle staff, was successful in securing a State and Local 
Preservation Leaders Award from the MacArthur Foundation, providing $1 million in support for 
preservation of affordable housing in Washington State.   Lisa was involved in the Housing Trust Fund in 
the mid-90’s, in the early growth years when the main focus was on “getting the money out” and was 
responsible for application review and contracting of specific projects.  In the past six years as manager 
of the HTF, the main focus for Lisa and staff has been developing asset management capacity for 
Housing Trust Fund sponsors and developing policies and procedures to effectively manage the state’s 
portfolio.  Lisa has been involved in community development concentrating on small business and low-
income housing financing for approximately 20 years.  Lisa helped finance, start-up and was Chief 
Financial Officer of a small pub and microbrewery in Olympia, Washington and served as a Board 
Member of Cascadia Revolving Fund for 10 years. 

Mijo Vodopic comes to the Foundation from the Government Accountability Office, where he was a 
senior analyst on the Financial Markets and Community Investment team, led evaluations of small 
business loans to assess the performance of the Small Business Administration, analyzed the impact of 
the Basel II Accord on global and domestic competition in banking, and reviewed the uses and effects of 
eminent domain actions on property owners and communities. Previously, Mijo was the Director of 
Property and Asset Management at Heartland Housing Incorporated, here in Chicago, where he 
managed a portfolio of eight affordable rental properties totaling 700 units and ensured that they were 
professionally managed, properly maintained and fiscally sustainable. While at Heartland Housing, he 
also participated in developing tenant selection plans for several HOPE VI sites and collaborated with 
social service providers to meet resident needs.

Mijo is a very active volunteer, especially within his cultural community, where he has served as the 
president of the Croatian Cultural Center. In addition, he has been the executive director of the Chicago 
Chamber Choir, volunteer coordinator at the Chicago Coalition for the Homeless, and continues to 
volunteer at Misericordia, which serves individuals with developmental disabilities. Earlier in his life, 
Mijo was a Jesuit Volunteer for the Los Angeles Coalition to End Hunger and Homelessness where he 
advocated on behalf of homeless families during welfare reform. Mijo graduated magna cum laude from 
Loyola University with a double major in History and Philosophy and received his Master’s in Public 
Policy Studies from the University of Chicago in 2000. While in graduate school he completed a project 
examining the prospects of Venezuela’s emerging market economy.

Dee Walsh has been the Executive Director of REACH Community Development since 1990. REACH is a 
28-year old nonprofit community development corporation that provides innovative affordable housing 
solutions to lower income renters and home buyers.

Since its inception, REACH has developed or preserved over 1300 units of affordable housing, revitalized 
residential areas and business districts and provided asset building programs and services to residents of 
REACH-owned housing. Ms. Walsh is responsible for the overall management of REACH, which has a 
staff of 83 and a consolidated annual budget of $9 million.



Prior to working with REACH, Ms. Walsh worked for ten years in the field of housing and community 
development with both public and private firms, including: Pacific Power and the cities of Portland, 
Seattle and Minneapolis.

Ms. Walsh holds a Masters degree in Urban Planning from the University of Washington and certificate 
of completion from Harvard University for the Achieving Excellence in Community Development 
program. Ms. Walsh received the Gretchen Miller Kafoury Award for Lifetime Achievement in 
Community Development (2002), and the prestigious Fannie Mae Foundation James A. Johnson 
Fellowship (2005.)

Ms. Walsh currently serves on the Board of Directors of the Housing Partnership Network where she 
chairs the International Housing Exchange Partnership, a peer exchange with social housing 
organizations in the UK and Canada. She also sits on the Oregon Opportunity Network Portland Policy 
Council. She is an adjunct instructor at Portland State University’s School of Urban Studies.


